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AN INVI TATION TO JOIN THE B&O  RAILROAD HISTORICAL SOCIETY  
 

The Baltimore and Ohio Railroad Historical Society 

is an independent non-profit educational corporation. 

The Society's purpose is to foster interest, research, 

preservation, and the distribution of information 

concerning the B&O. Its membership is spread 

throughout the United States and numerous foreign 

countries, and its scope includes all facets of the 

B&O's history. Currently the Society has over 1600 

registered members.  

 

Members regularly receive a variety of publications 

offering news, comments, technical information, and 

in-depth coverage of the B&O and its related 

companies. Since 1979, the Society has published a 

quarterly magazine, The Sentinel, dedicated to the 

publication of articles and news items of historical 

significance. Other Society publications include 

monographs, calendars, equipment rosters, and 

reprints of original B&O source material. Their 

purpose is to make otherwise unobtainable data 

available to the membership at reasonable cost. 

Membership in the Society is a vote of support and 

makes all of the Society's work possible. It provides 

those interested in the B&O with a legitimate, 

respected voice in the railroad and historical 

communities. By working together, B&O fans are 

able to accomplish much more than by individual 

efforts. No matter how diverse your interests or how 

arcane your specialty, others share your fascination 

with America's most historic railroad. We invite your 

participation. Several classes of annual memberships 

are available, Regular memberships are only $35.00. 

If you would like to join, click here to fill out our 

membership application, print a copy and mail it to: 
B&ORRHS 

ATTN : Membership 

P.O. Box 24068 

Baltimore, MD 21227-0568

 

FROM THE EDITOR  
 

A Reason to Build a Faithful Model 
Hereôs a reason to build a good and accurate model 

of a B&O prototype. Because the person who built 

the prototype would have done it that way. I was 

adding a bunch of grab irons to a bunch of M-15k 

boxcars the other night and I wondered why I cared 

so much about making it look right. I was raised by a 

modeling press who liked to hide their mistakes by 

calling it ñprototype neglectò or ñwear and tearò. 

Then I remember the older B&O men I knew and 

worked with. They would have never let something 

slide if it wasnôt right. They took pride in their work. 

I then realized I owed it to them to represent their 

work with the same pride they took in it. 

 

We have seen many photos with the right of way 

neatly groomed, the ballast stones neatly separated 

from the black cinders? It must be for the 

photographerôs work we think. I canôt say for certain 

mailto:bruce_griffin@earthlink.net?subject=B&O%20Modeler%20Question
http://borhs.org/Membership/Registration.htm
http://borhs.org/Membership/MembershipForm.htm
http://borhs.org/Membership/MembershipForm.htm
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if the photographer had an influence on the historical 

photos we see, but I can comment on the pride B&O 

track crews had in their right of way during the 

1980ôs when I worked with them. I remember that we 

took pride in our work and would never leave a 

single stone on top of a tie after we finished our 

work. All ballast was neatly tamped in and around 

each tie when we were done for the day. This 

attention to detail existed in the 1980ôs, so it is not 

too far of a stretch to think it existed with track crews 

in the 1940ôs. Traditions are passed down through 

generations in this type of work and they are 

honored. 

 

Many companies in the past truly cared about their 

employeeôs, and from everything I have read and 

heard about the B&O, it was a company that truly 

valued its employees. During the Depression it 

designed re-building programs to keep its family 

members working and during WW II it kept touch 

with its employees serving overseas (I have a 1942 

Christmas card sent to my Dad, signed by most of the 

Baltimore terminal). So when you make a model of a 

B&O car, engine or facility, please do it with the 

same pride. Itôs a great way to honor the men and 

women who worked for ñthe railroad.ò 
 

B&O 1961, a coach-dinette "New Look" Budd RDC-2 , which I built in O scale from a Mac Shops kit from the late 1980's. It 

has been out of production since then. The kit consisted of an extruded aluminum body and several heavy pewter castings. 

Because of errors in the design, the end castings had to be revised and fitted with thin sheet aluminum veneers to place the 

windows in their proper positions. Some of the pre-punched windows were paneled over with a filler and thin aluminum sheet. 

New kitchen windows were cut into the side. The B&O heralds and the "Speed Liner" plaques are decals I made on the 

computer. The model is quite heavy, tipping the scales at just over three and half pounds. It is powered by two Northwest Short 

Line 'Magic Carpet" traction motors and has constant/directional lighting. All Nation RDC trucks were modified to better 

represent the General Steel Castings trucks used under the prototype. The interior is detailed with lights, passengers, and crew 

members. It won as 'First Runner-Up' at the 2007 O Scale national Convention held at Indianapolis last June. 

Ed Bommer 

 

NEWS FROM THE COMPANY STORE 
BY CRAIG CLOSE 

 

Update 
The Kadee Covered Hopper is SOLD OUT. 

 

The Company Store has received from Proto-West a 

substantial number of HO kits representing the 1948 

70-ton B&O class P-24 and P-25 flatcars. This car is 

well done and reasonably easy to assemble. Because 

it is representative of a B&O prototype, the Society 

wants to make sure that it is represented on many 

layouts. The kits are available and listed on the order 

form included with the 2
nd

 Quarter issue of the Short 

Blasts. The two-car kit is stock # 33122 and retails 

for $44.95. See The B&O Modeler - Volume 3, 

Number 6 ï November-December 2007 on the 

Historical Society web site for an article on 

assembling this kit. 

 

The Kadee ready-to-run PS-1/M-67a boxcars are still 

available. There are five different cars with three 

covering the 1964-68 era and two for 1968-80. Those 
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later era cars have ACI labels. They have a single 6' 

door. These are Kadee quality models with trucks and 

couplers. Like the flatcars, they are especially well 

done as examples of B&O prototypes and are for 

exclusive sale by the Historical Society. The cars are 

stock # 33141-45 and have been priced at $34.00 

each. Now, Society members can buy any quantity of 

these cars with a 10% discount. This discount has 

been included on the Short Blasts order form. 

 

Red Caboose has announced a ready-to-run model 

M-26b in the oxide red, "Sentinel Service 

Dependability" slogan scheme painted by B&O car 

shops during 1958-1962. Red Caboose has produced 

these boxcars in 12 different road numbers, of which 

four are exclusive to the BORHS Company Store. 

This model represents a late 1950's appearance, 

including appropriate hardware choices and patch 

panels along the bottom of the car sides. By shear 

numbers and longevity, the B&O M-26 boxcar 

family can rightly claim being the B&O signature 

boxcar. Over 13,000 M-26 boxcars were built 

between 1925 and 1931. Often refurbished, many of 

these boxcars lasted in revenue service into the 

1970's and in company service into the mid-1980's. 

One series, the M-26b, is nearly identical to the 

famous PRR X29, right down to the rivets. B&O 

owned a fleet of 1000 of these M-26b boxcars, 

numbered 267000-267999, built by Bethlehem Steel 

in 1926. 

 

The store will be carrying these cars as stock items 

33147 (267014), 33148 (267098), 33149 (267149), 

and 33150 (267886). The regular price is $31.95, but 

a special introductory discount of 15% is available to 

members. This discounted price of $27.16 is listed on 

the order form included with the Short Blasts (good 

thru July) and will also be available on the web store 

until the cars are actually received from Red Caboose 

(mid-April or May?). 

~~~~~ 

Other boxcar models available are the M-26D/E 

conversions kits from Speedwitch, stock numbers 

33113 and 33114, for $32 and $34 respectively. 

These kits are based upon Red Caboose models. 

~~~~~ 

The stock of Pacific Mountain Scale Shop caboose 

models is surely being depleted. Check the web 

before placing an order as several models are already 

sold out. In case you were not aware, PMSS has 

stopped production. Items 32017 and 32018 are 

newer and still available in greater quantity than the 

others. 

 

Do you need diesels? Check out the list of GP-9s, -

30s, and other types available.  

 

The B&O Modeler Index is available as item 79001 

for $3.00 plus $1.50 shipping. Additionally, a new 

CD which includes all issues of the magazine through 

the last issue of 2006 has been produced as item 

40201. The sale price using the 2
nd

 Quarter Short 

Blasts order form is $8.00 plus $1.50 shipping. 

 

New Items  
72006 B&O Equated Tonnage Ratings - September 

1, 1911; 51 printed pages covering 90 informational 

pages. 

79135 The B&O Modeler for Sep-Oct 2007 

79136 The B&O Modeler for Nov-Dec 2007 [See 

BORHS web site (http://borhs.org/) for downloads] 

79141 The B&O Modeler for Jan-Feb 2008 

79142 The B&O Modeler for Mar-Apr 2008 

40401 VP of Engineering Report 236, Frederick 

Branch, 1911 

40402 VP of Engineering Report 316, Frederick 

Branch, 1911 

40403 VP of Engineering Report 330, Toledo Freight 

Terminal, 1913 

40404 VP of Engineering Report 346, South Branch, 

1911 

40405 VP of Engineering Report 811, 26th St Stores, 

NY, 1914 

40406 VP of Engineering Report 1117, Lake Erie 

Ore Docks, 1910 

40407 VP of Engineering Report 1122, Potomac 

Yard Approach Route Proposal, 1922 

40408 VP of Engineering Report 1480, Annual 

Inspection of Property, 1925 

40409 VP of Engineering Report 1511, Trackage 

Rights, Anacostia Jct to Long Bridge, 1942 

40410 VP of Engineering Report 1520, Use of 

Cleveland Union Station, 1934 

 

Short Blasts Special Sales  
We have a few too many of some of our merchandise 

in stock. Use the order form included with the 2
nd

 

Quarter Sentinel to take advantage of special 

discounts. 

 

Contacting the Store Manager 
If you have a question or problem with a Company 

Store order, please send an e-mail message to 

store@borhs.org. If you do not have internet access, 

mail your message to PO Box 24225, Baltimore, MD 

21227. If you want immediate contact, you can call 

443-286-6030, but you may have to leave a message. 
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BOOKS FOR MODELING  
SPECIAL REVIEW BY NICK FRY 

 
Coal Cars: The First Three Hundred Years  

By: Martin Robert Karig III  

University of Scranton Press, 2007 (hardcover) xi, 

419 pages, illustrated  

Price: $75.00  

 

Coal was and is a significant source of revenue for 

many railroads.  For the B&O, it was a major source 

of income after the 1850ôs.  Sadly, there has never 

really been a book length treatment of the process of 

how coal was shipped by rail.  

 

Robert Karig addresses this in a massive volume that 

should be available to all serious railroad historians 

and modelers.  Karig provides readers with a lengthy 

and detailed history and reference work on the 

development of coal cars in Europe and later the 

railroads of the United States.  Particular focus is 

paid to the eastern coal railroads, from the anthracite 

fields of Pennsylvania to the bituminous fields of the 

Appalachians.  The western coal roads get some 

mention and photo coverage, but they are dwarfed by 

the volume of imagery and information that is 

provided on the cars of their eastern cousins.  

 

That does not mean that modelers of western roads 

will not find any useful information.  Karig spends a 

large amount of time going over the various 

components and safety appliances found on coal cars.  

Brakes, couplers, trucks, springs and wheels are all 

examined in detail and these sections are generously 

peppered with illustrations and photos.  

 

Readers however will be most interested in the 

photos that dominate the last chapter.  This portion of 

the book details the markings of the various coal cars.  

To accomplish this, Mr. Karig uses an exhaustive 

amount of photos with captions to illustrate these 

markings.  Readers will note the preponderance of 

eastern road names in this portion.  It should be noted 

that the western railroads went into the coal hauling 

business late in the game of hopper car development.  

By the time the Powder River Basin fields were being 

developed, the majority of coal cars were not hoppers 

but really high-sided gondolas that were built to be 

unloaded via rotary dumpers at their destinations.  

 

B&O Modelers and Historians will be pleased by the 

exposure that the road receives in this book.  But bear 

in mind, this book is about the cars, not the railroad.  

Therefore the B&O makes up only a small portion of 

all the photos and drawings in this book.  There are 

plenty of anthracite road cars covered and 

Appalachian railroads reviewed as well.   

 

Overall, this book is a welcome addition to any 

railroad historianôs or modelerôs library.  Mr. Karig 

has written an exhaustively detailed reference book 

that fills a gaping hole in the literature about freight 

car history and it is well worth the price. 
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UPDATES AND ERRATA  
 

The B&O Modeler Jan/Feb.2008 Issue ï Class T vs. Class Ta ? 

Part of the information on the difference between these two locomotive classes was published in the Sentinel V.26, 

No.3, 3rd Qtr. 2004 on page 24 of my "Building a Better T-3" article. There is a chart at bottom of that page 

comparing all B&O Mountain types. 

 

Read note 1. After rereading it I see that I realize I made an error, but nobody has caught me on it. That should have 

read: #5501 has 30" diameter cylinders, 220 lbs Boiler pressure, Tractive Power of 68,200 lbs, Factor of Adhesion 

4.03, Duplex stoker and valve travel of 9". It needed a 100 foot turntable. As compared to #5500 that had 29" Cyls., 

225# B.P., T.P. 65,250#, FofH.4.21, Standard HT-M stoker and only 7" valve travel. It also required a 100' 

turntable. By 1931 #5501 had it cylinders changed to 29" and the sub class "a" removed. 

Edwin C. Kirstatter. 

 

Western Mini -Convention 
o May 3, 2008, ItalianïAmerican Society, 644 South Chestnut, Ravenna, Ohio. Presenters scheduled 

include: Ralph Barger, Dave Ori, Michael Schleigh, and Ron Spiga. Keep an eye on the B&ORRHS web 

site for updated information. http://www.borhs.org/events/events.htm. 

 

Eastern Mini-Convention 
o August 9, 2008, Camp Hill-Wesley United Methodist Church, 645 Washington Street, Harpers Ferry, 

West Virginia. Bring your models; there will be a display table and time to talk about them. 

http://www.borhs.org/events/events.htm. RSVP $15.00 in advance, $20.00 (includes breakfast and lunch) 

at the door. Registration limited to 75 people. Email: archivist@borhs.org  

 

Annual Convention 
o The Society's 2008 convention is planned for Butler, Pennsylvania, during October, 2008 (usually the first 

or second weekend). A convention flyer will be sent to members in late August/early September 

announcing the convention and providing information on convention events. The flyer will also be posted 

at http://www.borhs.org/events/events.htm. 

 

 

http://www.borhs.org/events/events.htm
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