
Baltimore and Ohio Passenger Fonts 
By Ken Van Mechelen 
 
The B&O railroad used several lettering stencils to letter the letterboards of its passenger cars, depending 
on the length of the letterboard.  Two of them, a 12’ and an 18’ stencil, are also used for locomotives.  
They are available as the Locomotive font in the Logos and Fonts section of the website (under Archives).  
I have no idea which cars used this lettering. 
 
With longer letterboards, most cars used either 29’ 1” or 43’ ½” lettering, which are replicated in the B&O 
Pass font.  They can be printed to create decals for passenger car letterboards, using your printer’s 
version of dulux gold.  Both MSPaint and later versions of MS Word allow you to select the print color from 
a rainbow of colors.  Experiment to get dulux gold. 
 
A set of numbers is also provided, so you can make number decals for the cars.  To facilitate spacing the 
numbers, three special space characters have also been included. 
 
The B&O used rectangular car signs for its named trains.  Blueprints for three of them are in the archives: 
The Capital Limited, The Ambassador, and The Columbian.  These signs have been copied into the B&O 
Pass font.  I believe that the same artwork was used for drumheads. 

Usage of the B&O Pass Font 

Letterboards 
To get a 43’ ½ ” decal:  

1. Select a font size for your scale – N: 4.5 pt;  HO:8 pt;  S: 11 pt;  O: 14.5 pt.  If your software 
supports fractional font sizes, the following are more accurate – O: 14.518;  S: 10.888;  N: 4.355.  

 
2. Type upper case characters: BALTIMORE     AND     OHIO – Note that there are five spaces 

between BALTIMORE and AND  and between AND and OHIO. 
 
3. Print in your dulux gold color (I chose Word’s gold.) 
 
4. In HO you will get  
BALTIMORE     AND     OHIO 

 

5. In black it’s 
BALTIMORE     AND     OHIO 
 

 
To get a 29’ 1” decal, just use lower case characters and 2 spaces: baltimore  and  ohio.  In HO 

you will get baltimore  and  ohio or (in black) 
baltimore  and  ohio 
 

Numbers 
The numbers are simply the same numbers as provided in another B&O font, copied here for 
convenience.   Their spacing has been changed to provide 1” between letters.  Other spacings can be 
created using the +, <, and > keys.   They provide an extra ½”, 1”, and 1 ½” space, respectively.   The 
lower case counterparts of these keys (= , and  .)  will also work.  The space bar gives a 10” space. 
 

Car Signs 
The signs for the Capitol Limited, the Ambassador, and the Columbian are also included.  They are printed 
using the w, W, x, X, y, and Y keys.  If you type w W x X y Y you  will get w W x X y Y. 



Since these signs are larger than 5” lettering, a different font size must be used --- N: 9 pt ; HO: 16 pt;  S: 
22 pt; O:29 pt.  If your software allows fractional point sizes, the following will be more accurate: S: 21.77 
pt; N: 8.7  pt. 

The results for HO (wWxXyY) are: wWxXyY.  
 

These signs are basically metal rectangles, painted Royal Blue, with the lettering created by a metal 
casting, screwed onto the metal.  The Capitol Limited sign (from blueprint TRAC V-64583, dated 11-23-38) 
is made of polished brass. Two versions of the sign were made, with and without the border around the 
sign.  According to the blueprint, the version without the border (lower case w) was applied to two 
combination cars: D-35 #1315 Capitol Bridge and D-35 #1316 Capitol Home, and two observation cars: S-
16 #7485 Capitol Arms and S-16 #7486 Capitol City.  The D-35 cars are listed as being combination 
passenger, lounge, buffet, dormitory and baggage cars.    The version with the border (upper case W) was 
applied to combination car D-15G #1309.  This car is listed as a combination passenger, baggage, coffee 
shop, lounge and dormitory car.  I have not seen any pictures showing where these signs were attached.  
However, Harry Stegmaier’s book, Baltimore & Ohio Passenger Service 1945-1971 – Volume 2, has a 
picture (page 142) showing the Capitol Limited’s drumhead.  It is apparently the same artwork, enclosed in 
an illuminated, rectangular box.   
 
The Columbian sign (from TRAC V-68205, dated 11-13-41) is also of polished brass.  It was used on Z1B 
class observation cars and D-30 combination cars.  The D-30 cars are listed as a combination passenger, 
baggage, coffee shop, lounge, and dormitory cars. There were (1952) two cars in each class.  
Presumably, the signs were used on both cars in the class.  On the observation cars, the sign was used 
without the border (lower case y), while the border was used on the D-30s (upper case Y). 
 
The Ambassador sign (from TRAC V-79910) is made of brass which is then chrome plated and attached 
to the blue metal background.  This is a much later blueprint, dated 1-29-51.  With the border (upper case 
X), it was used on two S-20 observation cars, 7502 and 7503.   The blueprint refers to a “sign holder and 
light box” (TRAC U-78649), so it was apparently illuminated somehow.  I have included a version without 
the border (lower case x), but there is no indication that it was ever used. 
 

Letterboard Blueprints 
The letterboard lettering for the 43’ ½” stencil was copied directly from two blueprints: TRAC Y-68518 and 
TRAC Y-68519, dated 9-14-1942, which are identified as “full size stencils”  for “BALTIMORE” and “AND 
OHIO”, respectively.   However, careful measurement of these blueprints results in a length of 42’ 9 ¾ “.   I 
copied the blueprints.  After scanning the blueprints and converting to the type font, the length becomes 
42” 9 3/8”, about 3” shorter than 43’ ½”.   If this bothers you, just insert a ‘>’ along with the 5 spaces 
between the words, adding 3”.  
 
The lettering for the 29’ 1” stencil can be obtained from two blueprints: TRAC Y-69109 and TRAC Y-
69110, dated 8-31-1942.   Unfortunately, Y-69110 is missing.  However, the individual letters are the same 
for both letterboard stencils, so we are only missing the exact letter spacing for “AND OHIO”.  I just made 
the spacing proportional to the 43’ ½ ” spacing, using the same letters as the 43’ ½ ” stencil.  
Consequently, this lettering is almost exactly 29’ 1” long. 
 

Miscellaneous Characters 
Some word processors (e.g., later versions of Word) list the fonts available by using characters from the 
font itself.  Since the name of the font is “B&O Pass”, I added characters for &, P, and s to get rational 
displays of the font name.   


